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Schools in the USA got over $140 billion to address the COVID-19 pandemic. This led to massive 

marketing efforts by purveyors of air cleaner technologies, and associated controversy and litigation. 1  
This centered around technologies described by US CDC and ASHRAE as “emerging technologies”.  
 

The following information on such technologies from the ASHRAE EPIDEMIC TASK FORCE is 

taken from its recent summary document on Filtration and Disinfection.2 This includes the following 
advice from the CDC. 

 

 
 

 
1 See    https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/05/air-purifier-covid-asthma-unproven-science-coronavirus-ionization/  
2 See    https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/covid-19/ashrae-filtration_disinfection-c19-guidance.pdf   

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/05/air-purifier-covid-asthma-unproven-science-coronavirus-ionization/
https://www.ashrae.org/file%20library/technical%20resources/covid-19/ashrae-filtration_disinfection-c19-guidance.pdf


 

 

 
 
 
 In the ASHRAE Task Force’s Core Recommendations is the cautionary advice: 

Only use air cleaners for which evidence of effectiveness and safety is clear. 


